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LETTER VISIBILITY CHARTS 

 

 
 

Maximum Readable 

Distance 

3 inches   

4 inches   

6 inches   

8 inches   

9 inches   

10 inches   

12 inches   

15 inches   

18 inches   

24 inches   

30 inches   

36 inches   

42 inches   

48 inches   

54 inches   

60 inches   

 

    

6 inches 1.4 seconds 1.0 seconds 0.7 seconds 0.5 seconds 

8 inches 1.8 seconds 1.4 seconds 0.9 seconds 0.7 seconds 

12 inches 3.0 seconds 2.0 seconds 1.5 seconds 1.0 seconds 

18 inches 4.0 seconds 3.0 seconds 2.0 seconds 1.5 seconds 

24 inches 5.5 seconds 4.0 seconds 2.75 seconds 2.0 seconds 

36 inches 8.0 seconds 6.0 seconds 4.0 seconds 3.0 seconds 

Prepared by the California Institute of Technology. 

 

Reading Distance

Reading Time (Length of time that letters are visible while moving) 

 


